Foundation > Formation
Trinity Kids
I would like to brag for a second about what I believe my best success as a parent has been so far.
Everyone’s got advice about everything. 
· Sleepers, homeschool, video games, screen time, co-sleeping, public/private schooling, etc. vaccinations
Advice ambushing isn’t exclusive to parenting.
· Every single young adult in the room has likely had someone tell them how to get married and criticized their life choices in the past month of holidays. 
Life isn’t a straight line. Parenting. Relationships. 
Family Formation
· Socio-norms of any given culture based around the structure and purpose of a family,
· The individual structure, roles, purpose, and goals of the family unit    
· Marriage/Cohabitation
· Childbearing
· Social/economic roles
· Timing and sequencing
We need a pretty regular reminder of two things about our “traditional” family formation & structure. It’s new, it’s not global, and it’s not the end-all be-all of parenting styles. 
· Jefferson Bethke
· History
· Nuclear family + American Dream
· I’m an example of the system struggles\
· Hear me, that system is not perfect AT ALL.
· Family formation equals a struggle of constant strategy and choices
· Pressure, social media, friends
· Not just parenting
Formation of our relational units- whether they be family, friendship, marriage, dating, and beyond all bear a familiar overwhelming weight of biblical Jewish cultures bearing the weight of the law. There is a heavy expectation on every single decision you can possibly make.
· There is still a right and a wrong
Foundation > Formation
Something before formation
What would the people in your life say is your foundation, or whats most important to you?
· Corrie
· Games
He said to him, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and most important commandment. The second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. All the law and the prophets depend on these two commands.”
· Are those the two things other people know about you?
Ephesians 2:19
· Unity
· Cornerstone

1 Corinthians 3:10
We are called to lay the foundation first- Jesus as our cornerstone. Otherwise, the pretty rocks we use and the grand structures we build are destined to crumble.
· You can build all kinds of different buildings- but the foundation has to be secure no matter what it is.
· Jesus Christ, who he is, and who he says you are.
· The two things

It is possible for you to teach your kids all of the knowledge you can ever dream of about the Bible, the church, and the statutes of God- and completely botch showing them what God’s joy truly looks like, teaching them how to be generous, how to love their neighbor, and how to have a personal relationship with their Father in Heaven. 
· Before you get into New Years resolutions, WHAT IS YOUR FOUNDATION, AND IS IT SET?

2 questions:
· In your heart of hearts, what is the truest foundation of your life?
· How is your foundation communicated to the people who are structurally involved in your life?
Do you even comprehend how much love your Father in Heaven has for you? Do you even understand how much grace He continuously pours over you as you try to figure this stuff out! 
Don’t drown yourself in strategy and lose your foundation
Pray real prayers over your friends. Let your kids see you spending time in God’s word. Make church a priority. Make Christ your true cornerstone, and let it be audaciously obvious that he is.
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