Discover Trinity Series 2024
Get In the Game 
Week 4: Live Sent 
Mike Colaw and AJ Wilk September 29, 2024


Series Introduction: 

You may have noticed I’m wearing a Trinity Church jersey yet again today. That’s because we’re in a series called “Get in the Game.”

We have been exploring what it means to move from being a spectator at Trinity Church to becoming a participant—someone who "gets in the game" with us.
Here’s the big idea: Christianity isn’t just something you observe; it’s about rightly participating in relationships. The framework Jesus gave us to learn and grow in this is called “the Church.”

Throughout church history, we’ve seen four key places of participation, which we’ll cover in this series. Here’s how we break them down:
1. Encounter: Experience God in public worship. (Show up for the game.)
2. Discover: Find a place to serve. (Take your position on the team.)
3. Connect: Build relationships and encourage each other. (Join the personal training.)
4. Live Sent: Invite others into the family. (Recruit new team members.)

Review:
Week 1: Encounter: You need the faith in the room.
You need to be around people who have been healed.
You need to be around people who have seen relationships restored.
You need to be around people who believe in the power of prayer.
You need to be around people who worship from the heart.
You need to be around people who worship with their mind.
You need to be around people who have overcome seasons of doubt.
You need the faith in the room.

Week 2: Discover. I want you to participate in the life-giving purpose of the Church.

Week 3: Connect. You need to be known and know other Christians. The fullest version of you will be found in community. 
Week 4: Live Sent. I’m going to invite AJ up and we will jump into evangelism. 
Team Teaching Interview
What do we mean by live sent?? 
Let’s jump right in — 
Romans 10:9-15. If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your faith and are saved. 11 As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be put to shame.” 12 For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13 for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 15 And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”
These 4 areas of engagement that the church has always been called to…. Live Sent is our wording for the biblical practice of evangelism, witnessing, and preaching the Gospel. Sharing our faith with those who don’t know Jesus! Now do we live sent in ministry areas, serving each other, and other things God has called us to. Yes!! But the awareness of the LOST has to be there. Those that don’t know Jesus. This is the tip of the spear when it comes to Sent and it comes from Luke 15.
“Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ 7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.
LOST kid story, AJ wand making and Charlie Culver’s. Didn’t love us any more or less than each other, but the rejoicing was DIFFERENT that day.
More rejoicing. There’s an urgency. God’s attention, focus and celebration is on kids that are lost… This is an encouraging reality to us that have children, family members and friends that don’t know Jesus. God is focused on getting them home and is always pursuing. He cares more than we care. 
How do we Live Sent today?
Embrace the pressure and difficulty. Obedience. 
Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
Acts 8:1 On that day a great persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria.
ACTS!!! Of the apostles. 25 out of 28 chapters in Acts tell a story of the believers praying and God sending them out to preach the Gospel from that time of prayer.
What would the ACTS of Trinity look like if people wrote a book about us?? Fishers, Indianapolis, US and the ends of the earth.
How did they witness to Judea, Samaria and the ends of the earth? Persecution…… did this. 
We don’t have persecution but PRESSURE is building.
Pressure is a privilege. To actually get in the game and play is the privilege. 
[image: Pressure is a Privilege. While watching the US Open Match… | by RM de Vera  | Medium]
It’s awkward, hard, difficult, and you will feel pressure, pushback and resistance to sharing your faith. Sharing the life transforming good news with people is very challenging!! Can we choose to obey?? If you love me obey my commands. Desperation is a choice…
And God’s end game is lost people found! Lost people found, found people discipled, and discipled people sent. Disciples sent back in the world to reach the lost. 
Have we grown numb???? Have we become comfortable??
Obedience oriented not results oriented. No one is white knuckled to salvation… but we can remain active and urgent in our pursuit of people that need the best news ever
What is “preaching the Gospel’ and what steps can I take?
Good News and Trinity Stories.
The Gospel is good news, what is the good news that we can share with someone?? What can Jesus save, heal, restore and give to their life? We have to know them and we have to share the good news. The Gospel. 
Get to know people. And share how Jesus has been good news to you through Testimony.
Practically we are already doing this — students are asking their friends good questions at lunch and sharing how Jesus can be an answer to their hopes and desires, many of you are opening your homes to Atheists, Muslims and Jews to get to know them and share the good news.
Practically: SENT GATHERING October 27 at 5pm… don’t miss it!! Really practically training that night on how to witness in your neighborhood, workplace, and everywhere God sends you. 
Respond today so we can pray with you and for these people — Who is the last person you shared the Good News with? Who is the next person you will share the Gospel with? Check the box learning to share my faith if you don’t have people or want support in doing this vital work.
Write your name, bring the card and lay it on the stage as Mike leads us in communion to reach a lost world. 
Mike Communion intro of how the table is meant to always be expanding.
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